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RE: Executive Summary — Proposal for the New Graphic Design BFA Sequence

The University Curriculum Committee has approved and is forwarding for Academic Senate consideration
the attached proposal from the School of Art for a new Graphic Design Sequence in the Major in Art, B.F.A.

The School of Art provided a reasonable rationale for adding the new sequence:

e Currently, the only way to study graphic design at Illinois State is through the existing Graphic
Design sequence in the B.A. and B.S. in Art degrees in the School of Art. The graphic design

sequence at Illinois State has a strong reputation for excellence in undergraduate design education.

e In 2014, the School of Art went through a National Association of Schools of Art and Design

(NASAD) accreditation review. Related to offering only a B.A. or B.S. (non-professional degrees),

some feedback was critical of certain requirements and our positioning of graphic design as a

professional program. This proposed B.F.A. Graphic Design sequence will remedy that by providing
a more rigorous course of study for a select group of students intent on developing a professional
career in graphic design. The combination of both B.A./B.S. and B.F.A. degrees in graphic design
will position us to be more competitive than other schools in the state that only provide one of those.

e The students that graduate from the B.F.A. Graphic Design sequence will be prepared for a

professional career in graphic design and grow into leadership positions such as senior designer,
creative director, art director and principal of a design firm. Through their work with and without

clients, on screen and in print, they will be able to positively impact our complex society.

The University Curriculum Committee supports the proposal to add this new sequence.

Jr
Attachments



